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Port Gamble Bay Cleanup  
Many changes are occurring on the Port Gamble waterfront as cleanup of Gamble Bay progresses. The massive 
project started in July 2015 and will be completed by January 2017. The bay is contaminated with pollutants 
harmful to humans and the surrounding environment from wood waste released into the bay while the Port Gamble sawmill 
was in operation, from 1853 to 1995.  

When the project is complete, Pope Resources and Olympic Property Group, with oversight from the Department of Ecology, 
will have removed approximately 70,000 cubic yards of contaminated sediment and wood waste from the bay, as well as about 
6,000 creosote pilings and overwater structures, such as docks, that were once part of the mill complex.  

So far, over 18,000 cubic yards of sediment and nearly 3,000 pilings have been removed. The demolition of an overhead 
conveyer, once a landmark of the site, is one of the more noticeable improvements. A video of its demolition can be found on 
the Port Gamble Bay Cleanup website listed below.  

All in-water work will be suspended in January when the fish window – the timeframe in late fall and early winter when salmon 
are not moving – ends. Those activities will resume in mid-July. The remaining removal of sediment and pilings should be 
completed by January 2017. For more information, including photos and project updates, visit the cleanup project website at 
www.portgamblebaycleanup.com.  

Fireworks Ordinance  
After the extremely dry summer Western Washington experienced in 2015, the Board of County Commissioners asked the 
County Fire Marshal to look into options for prohibiting fireworks during emergency situations, such as dry conditions from 
drought. In June 2015, Commissioners passed an emergency ordinance banning the use of sky lanterns, small hot air balloons 
made of paper usually lit with a small flame then released into the air. When the lanterns sink back to the ground or land in 
trees, they cause significant fire hazards. Unfortunately, state law does not provide an emergency provision that allows cities or 
counties to prohibit firework sales and discharge for periods of high fire danger without a one-year waiting period. 

Commissioners directed staff to prepare an ordinance to modify Kitsap County Code, creating the 
authority for the Board to prohibit the sale or discharge of consumer fireworks during emergency 
fire conditions or other emergencies. They also agreed to support legislation that removes the one -
year waiting period for firework regulations adopted by cities and counties that are more 
restrictive than state law. If such legislation is successful, the Board will have the ability to enact 
local emergency provisions when necessary. The Board will likely consider the proposed ordinance in 
late winter or early spring. For more information, contact Fire Marshal David Lynam at 
dlynam@co.kitsap.wa.us or (360) 337-4442. 

http://www.portgamblebaycleanup.com
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Business Spotlight:  Ancient Grains Kitchen  
Commissioner Gelder had the opportunity to interview Cynthia Holmes, founder of Ancient Grains 
Kitchen, for a recent episode of Commissioner’s Corner (available to view at http://
www.kitsapgov.com/boc/gelder/commissioner_corner/commis_corner.htm). Ancient Grains Kitchen 
recently relocated from Port Townsend to Poulsbo, renting commercial kitchen space on 
Stottlemeyer Road.  

Cynthia started Ancient Grains Kitchen after treatment from a successful fight with cancer left her 
with difficult joint pain. After researching ways to alleviate this, she discovered that eliminating 
gluten from her diet made her joint pain disappear. Her doctor later confirmed a diagnosis of celiac 
disease.  

While embarking on her new gluten-free lifestyle, Cynthia discovered that many of the products she 
found on the market, especially cookies, simply did not taste good. She spent many hours 

experimenting with gluten-free ingredients until she found combinations that made great cookies. She currently has seven 
cookies on the market: Almond Cherry Chocolate Festival, Coconut Lime Bliss, Seed and Nut Sensation, What’s for Breakfast, 
Peanut Butter & Quinoa, Peanut Butter & Quinoa with Chocolate, and her newest cookie, Ginger Smack. While her products 
aren’t certified gluten-free, all of her suppliers and ingredients are.  

Ancient Grains cookies have been featured at Seahawks training camp, are sold at Century Link Field, and approximately 50 
other retailer locations. In Kitsap County, Ancient Grains cookies are available Central Market, Coffee Oasis locations, and 
several coffee stands and small retailers.  

For more information about this innovative local company, and to find locations where Ancient Grains cookies are sold, visit 
http://ancientgrainskitchen.com/. 

To subscribe to the District #1 Newsletter, go to www.kitsapgov.com and click on 

the “Sign up for electronic notifications” button on the right side of the screen.  

Comprehensive Plan Update  
The Kitsap County Department of Community Development (DCD) has been busy collecting comments from the public and 
compiling data for the 2016 Comprehensive Plan update. In November, a Draft Comprehensive Plan was issued with updated 
goals and policies, as well as a draft environmental impact statement that includes three alternative land-use maps.  

One of the alternatives is “no-action,” which would essentially retain current land-use classifications. Two other alternatives 
under consideration may be found in the draft environmental impact statement at http://compplan.kitsapgov.com. 

The timeline for completing the Comprehensive Plan update is as follows: 

January – DCD will receive direction from the Commissioners about which 
alternative they   prefer. The “preferred alternative” will be publicized. 

February – Public hearings will be held in each commissioner district. A 
hearing in North Kitsap will be held at 5:30, February 1 at the Poulsbo City 
Hall Council Chambers. Based upon comments received from the public, the 
Board will provide direction to staff on the preferred alternative after the 
hearings (the version available prior to the hearings is the staff recommended 
preferred alternative).  DCD will then prepare code updates, finalize the 
capital facilities plan, and compile the final Draft Comprehensive Plan with 
updated information to reflect the preferred alternative. 

March – Property-specific reclassifications will be considered at a joint 
Planning Commission/Board of County Commissioners meeting. 

April-June – The Planning Commission and Board of County Commissioners 
will consider and hold hearings on the Comprehensive Plan update.  

For more information on the comprehensive plan update, visit http://
compplan.kitsapgov.com or contact DCD directly at (360)337-5777, 
compplan@co.kitsap.wa.us.  

http://www.kitsapgov.com/boc/gelder/commissioner_corner/commis_corner.htm
http://www.kitsapgov.com/boc/gelder/commissioner_corner/commis_corner.htm
http://ancientgrainskitchen.com/
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAKITSAP/subscriber/new
http://compplan.kitsapgov.com
http://compplan.kitsapgov.com
http://compplan.kitsapgov.com
mailto:compplan@co.kitsap.wa.us

